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University of Oregon's PK Park
The Oregon Ducks are preparing for their second season, one that shows promise despite a
14-42 record in '09. A record like that is a failure for some, but for the Ducks, it is a success.

The University and Eugene were without Division I baseball for the past 28 years. That is until
last season. Their record may not show it, but they are in the midst of becoming a power in the
continuously daunting PAC-10.

PK Park , Oregon’s new home, built near nostalgic Autzen Stadium , is to be fully completed by
the home opener March 2, 2010. The $15-$18 million stadium will seat approximately 3,200
fans, with 2,600 chairback seats in the main seating bowl. .

"It looks amazing," said Darrell Hunter, who is part of the Ducks' inaugural class. "Just looking
at their football and basketball facilities, you know their baseball stadium is going to be pretty
sweet."

George Horton took over this team, a team that one could not compare to his Cal State
Fullerton squad that he lead to the College World Series six times, won the National Title in
2004, and was named the National Coach of the Year twice. On the other hand, a coach of his
caliber knows that a rebuilding period takes time, and in some instances, a College World
Series caliber team is built around pitching. With great pitching comes a stadium that is
advantageous to the teams’ style of play.
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"It's conducive to the style of baseball that my staff and I prefer to play," Horton said. "You don't
make your way to the College World Series without great pitchers and it's hard to convince
pitchers to come to a place where the ballpark plays too small."

Their journey begins February 19, 2010 at Horton’s old stomping grounds, Cal State Fullerton.
According to the Ducks website, they are set to play three more games that weekend against
Long Beach, Pepperdine and Loyola Marymount. From there, a 4-game tilt against Hawai’i
before the return trip to Eugene to unveil PK Park.

“We are very excited to announce the 2010 schedule,” head coach George Horton said. “The
quality of teams we are bringing in, along with our spectacular new stadium, will create a
fantastic atmosphere for the Eugene community to experience collegiate baseball. We are
looking forward to opening up the brand new PK Park on March 2-3 against the Huskies.”

A new stadium, a new outlook, and a recruiting class that was ranked 24th in the nation by
Baseball America’s evaluation of NCAA Division I baseball classes. That says something about
this team, this university, and the way they are viewed by the rest of the baseball fraternity.

“We are very pleased with the quality of the 17 athletes that joined our program in the 2009-10
academic year,” head coach George Horton said. “I commend both coach Andrew Checketts
and coach
Mike Kirby
for their hard work and instincts. The class is laden with immediate and upside abilities that
should impact the improvement of our young program. The class is talented and their aptitude
seems very special in the early evaluation process. This class has also impressed us with their
potential to become leadership players during their careers, and they are also outstanding
young men. We all think this will be an extremely productive group.”

A conference championship, and a College World Series berth may be years away, but with
their last two recruiting classes in the top 25 of the country, a state-of-the-art stadium, and a
coach with a history of winning, the Ducks may rise to the top of the rankings quicker than you
might think.
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OTHER NEWS FROM THE BUSINESS OF SPORTS NETWORK

(THE BIZ OF FOOTBALL)
-

At Midseason, NFL TV Ratings Exceptionally Strong
Boise St. Engages PR Firm in Attempt to Gain BCS Game
Does the NFL Salary Cap Still Work?
Browns Fire GM George Kokinis After 1-7 Start
UFL Failing to Dazzle at the Turnstiles

(THE BIZ OF HOCKEY)
-

"Buzz" Hargrove Resigns As Interim Ombudsman of NHLPA
BANKRUPTCY JUDGE APPROVES SALE OF COYOTES TO NHL

(THE BIZ OF BASKETBALL)
-

Daktronics to Provide Massive Video Display for Amway Center
NBA D-League Goes to 3-Round, 3-Game Format for Postseason
Timberwolves File Lawsuit Against AEG Over Target Center Signage
Clippers Owner Donald Sterling Settles For $2.725M in Housing Discrimination Lawsuit
NBA.TV Adds Brent Barry to On-Air Talent Roster
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(SPORTS BASH)
-

Roger Clemens Should Have Listened to Momma
The NHLPA Is Sports’ Dysfunctional Stepchild
Rumor: Liberty Media Backing Out of Purchase of Bodybuilding.com After FDA Raid
Sammy Sosa Proves Being a Metrosexual Has Its Consequences
Key Off-Season Dates on MLB’s Calendar (and notes about them)

Devon Teeple is a staff member of the Business of Sports Network , which includes The Biz of
Baseball, The Biz of Football, The Biz of Basketball and The Biz of Hockey. He is a former
professional baseball player with the River City Rascals & Gateway Grizzlies. Devon is a former
student within Sports Management Worldwide's Baseball General Manager Class.

He is the founder of The GM's Perspective, is a intern with The Football Outsiders and
contributor with the Plymouth River Eels. Currently, Devon is a Branch Manager at a financial
institution in Southern Ontario Canada. He can be
contacted through the Business of Sports Network
.
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